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third part of the Stadier, when P. L. Holier, an influ-
ential critic of the day, attacked him. This was not in
Corsaren\ but Kierkegaard, who evidently believed
his position in Danish letters to be unassailable,
unwisely replied, and in his reply described Holler's
criticism as one of those disgusting attacks which
were wont to appear in Corsaren; he even went
further and complained that he alone, among the
distinguished writers of Denmark, had not been
singled out for attack by Goldschmidt's paper.
Corsaren took up the challenge, and before very long
Kierkegaard bitterly repented his words; that journal
pursued him to the end with the most merciless
ridicule and satire, and no doubt helped to darken
and embitter his closing days. How deeply he was
wounded is to be read out of the two hundred pages
of his Diary which are filled with this controversy.
This is not the place to deal in detail with Kierke-
gaard's purely theological activity, although its
significance, especially for Denmark, was quite as
great as his writings on aesthetic and ethical questions.
Has not Brandes claimed for him that he is the
greatest religious thinker of the entire nineteenth
century? The militant character of Kierkegaard's
individualism first assumed its full proportions in his
interpretation of religious doctrines. Some three
months after Enten—Eller appeared To Opbyggelige
Taler (Two Edifying Addresses}., in which he faced the
difficult problems of reconciling the essentially social
Christian faith with his own uncompromising individ-
ualism. The idea of altruistic Christian love put
peculiar difficulties in his way, which he ultimately
solved by defining that love, not as an immediate
relation of one human being to another, but as an
indirect relation through God. Individualism is,
throughout, the touchstone of Kierkegaard's
Christianity; dogmas fall away as disputable and
immaterial; he seeks neither consolation nor sym-
pathy; his faith is a personal matter and a personal

